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Walk to end violence

B JEAN VANIER REMEMBERS STUDENT
JOHN-MICHEAL MARTIN

BY MAGGIE RIOPELLE
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Yesterday students walked in memo-
1y of a friend and former classmate who
had a passion to end violence against
women.

For the first time, Jean Vanier hosted
its own walk against violence, at
Merritt Island, in support of Women's
Place of South Niagara.

In the past, Jean Vanier students
have joined the efforts of students from
Notre Dame College School. However,
this year they thought it was time to do
it on their own and in honour of John-
Micheal Martin, a student who
drowned last summer while taking a
dip in the canal by the Woodlawn Road
crossing. The event is now called Hearts
in Harmony.

John-Micheal was very passionate
about ending violence, said Taylor
Chiocchio, one of many students who
called him a friend. She said the two
knew each other since elementary
school and their parents also know
each other.

“He was an amazing, caring guy,”
she said. “He really wanted to make a
difference and fought for this cause.”

So on Tuesday Chiocchio decided to
walk in memory of her friend. She is
also a big supporter of the work done
by Women's Place and Chiocchio said

the important part is that women in a
violent relationship get help and get
out.

Event organizer Tricia Poulin said
John-Micheal was such a big supporter
that he even wrote a song about it,
which unfortunately, students never
had an opportunity to sing.

In honour of John-Micheal, stu-
dents wore T-shirts in his favourite
colour, red, with Hearts in Harmony
across the front, musical notes and his
initials in a heart. They also sang Bridge
Over Troubled Waters in his memory at
the end of the walk where students met
at city hall and were entertained by
students Echo Fleury and Daniel Tisi.

More than 100 students participated
in the eight-kilometre walk. They man-
aged to raise $3,247 for the cause. A few
years ago, students only raised $800.

“We wanted today to see men and
women walking together in harmony,
saying no to violence and domestic
abuse,” said Poulin.

Anne Meginnis, who also helped
organize the event, said it was also
about raising awareness of violence and
domestic abuse for the students while
they're still young in the hopes the
message stays with them.

“I think violence against women is
completely wrong,” said Jean Vanier
student Ethan Beauparlant.
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More than 100 students from Jean Vanier walked to end violence in
an event called Hearts in Harmony, yesterday at Merritt Island, in
support of Women’s Place of South Niagara. The students walked in
memory of John-Micheal Martin, a student who drowned last sum-

mer.




